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 Identity area

Reference code WB IBRD/IDA FRIEDMAN-01

Title Reading file

Dates 21 October 1964 - 28 March 1968 (Creation)

Level of description Series

Extent and medium 0.75 linear feet of textual records

 Context area

Name of creator Friedman, Irving S.

Repository World Bank Group Archives

Immediate source of

acquisition or transfer

Friedman took these records with him when he left the employ of the World Bank. The records were received

by the World Bank Archives in February 1995 from Professor Robert W. Oliver who had, presumably,

received them from Friedman.

 Content and structure area

Scope and content Irving S. Friedman was appointed economic adviser to Bank President George D. Woods on 1 October 1964

after having served as Director of the Exchange Restrictions Department at the IMF since 1950. Many of the

letters and memoranda for the October-December 1964 period concern the structuring of his staff and

appointments. Letters and memoranda concerning strengthening of the Economics Department placed under

him and appointments of additional economists including Andrew Kamarck who was named director of the

department and Bela Belassa who was recruited by Friedman as consultant adviser to the Economics

Department are in the file for the early portion of 1965. Other subjects of the 1965 correspondence include

the Capital Requirements Study, assistance to countries in debt rescheduling, external debt, and creation of

the Economic Committee at the Bank. Friedman's memoranda to President Woods for this period include:

proposals for consultative groups; comments on Fund quota increases and the impact of Balance of

Payments on an IBRD bond issue in the United States; and his report to Wood on his visits to Brazil,

Argentina, and Chile in September 1965.

Friedman's reading file for the 1966-1967 period includes: a 4 February 1966 draft of a speech to be given at

the White House by President Woods on his views on the U.S. foreign aid program; outlines of presentations

and copies of speeches made by Friedman at Harvard University, the Brookings Institution, the U.N. Trade

and Development Board and elsewhere; notes and summaries to the file on various subjects; drafts of papers

on various topics and issues including some September 1966 drafts entitled Accomplishment in Economics

of the last two years at World Bank. A 14 March 1966 memorandum to Woods on Post War [Viet Nam

Conflict] Planning; several memoranda sent to Woods in May 1966 concerning a meeting between Friedman

and representatives of the U.S. Defense Department at which India and Pakistan defense expenditures were

discussed; and a 12 June 1967 memorandumwritten jointly by Friedman and Kamarck to Woods proposing a

New Perspective for the Middle East following the six-day war between Israel and an alliance of Arab states

are part of the file.
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The blue carbon typewritten copies of letters and memoranda in this series constituted Friedman's personal

reading file. They primarily document Friedman's official duties while serving with Woods until the President's

retirement on 31 March 1968, but they also include some personal letters of congratulation and condolence,

thank you letters for invitations and hospitality extended to him and his wife, and occasional personal letters

to professional colleagues outside the Bank.

System of arrangement Arranged chronologically.

 Conditions of access and use area

Conditions governing

access

Records are subject to the World Bank Policy on Access to Information.

Conditions governing

reproduction

Records are subject to the Copyright Policy of the World Bank Group.

 Allied materials area

Related units of

description

See Records of the Office of the President -- Records of President George D. Woods (WB IBRD/IDA

EXC-03).

See Records of the Office of the Chief Economist (WB IBRD/IDA DEC).

See the following oral histories: Irving S. Friedman and Hollis B. Chenery.

 Description control area

Rules and/or conventions

used

Internal World Bank Group Archives rules based on ISAD(G).

Dates of creation revision

deletion

17 June 2011
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