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[Fonds] Records of the Office of the Chief Economist
[Subfonds] Records of the Economics and Research Staff (ERS)

[Subfonds] Records of the Office of the Vice President, Development Policy (VPD) and the Development Policy Staff

[Subfonds] Records of the Office of the Vice President, Development Economics and Chief Economist and later Senior Vice President,

Development Economics and Chief Economist (DECVP)

[Series] EAS Working Group and Task Force files
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[Series] Reading File of the Front Office Staff, Office of the Vice President, Development Economics and Chief Economist (DECVP)

[Series] Reading File of The World Development Report (WDR) Team
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[Series] Records of the Social and Economic Statistics Committee (SESC)
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Files)

[Series] Stanley Fischer's Chronological File of Correspondence with Bank Staff (Internal Chronological Files)

[Series] Publication File of Bela Balassa

[Series] Eront Office Records Relating to Special Programs and Issues

[Series] Eront Office Work Program and Budget Records for Fiscal Years 1993-1998

[Series] Eront Office Quarterly Monitoring, Mid-Year, and Retrospective Review Reports

[Series] Pre-Operations Committee Briefing Memoranda of the Policy Analysis and Review Division (SPRPA), Strategic Planning and

Review Department

[Series] Subject Files of the Director, Policy and Review Department (PRDDR)

[Series] United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) Files of the Special Representative to the U.N. Organizations

in Geneva Relating to Least Development Countries (LDCs)

[Series] Correspondence and Reports of the Office of the Special Representative to the U.N. Organizations in Geneva Concerning

Negotiation of General Agreements on Tariffs and Trade (GATT) for the Uruguay Round

[Series] Miscellaneous Correspondence of the Office of the Special Representative to the U.N. Organizations in Geneva

[Series] Reports to Headquarters from Special Representatives to U.N. Organizations in Geneva

[Series] Research File of Bela Balassa

[Series] Reading File of Bela Balassa

[Series] Subject Files of the Office of the Special Representative to the U.N. Organizations in Geneva

[Series] Michael Bruno's Chronological Correspondence File (Internal and External Chronological Files)

[Series] Eront Office Records Relating to the 1992 and 1998 Bank Reorganizations

[Series] Eront Office Business Plans for Fiscal Years 1991-2000

[Series] Files Maintained by Vinod Dubey and Enzo Grilli, Directors, Economic Advisory Staff, Related to Collaboration between the

World Bank and the International Monetary Fund

[Series] Subject Files of Masood Ahmed, Director, International Economics Department (IEC) Concerning the Office of the President and

the Board of Executive Directors
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Debt and International Finance Division (IECDF)

1/6


https://archivesholdings.worldbank.org/index.php/reports-to-headquarters-from-special-representatives-to-u-n-organizations-in-geneva
https://archivesholdings.worldbank.org/index.php/reports-to-headquarters-from-special-representatives-to-u-n-organizations-in-geneva
https://archivesholdings.worldbank.org/index.php/records-of-office-of-chief-economist
https://archivesholdings.worldbank.org/index.php/records-of-economics-and-research-staff-ers
https://archivesholdings.worldbank.org/index.php/records-of-office-of-vice-president-development-policy-vpd-and-development-policy-staff
https://archivesholdings.worldbank.org/index.php/records-of-office-of-vice-president-development-economics-and-chief-economist-and-later-senior-vice-president-development-economics-and-chief-economist-decvp
https://archivesholdings.worldbank.org/index.php/records-of-office-of-vice-president-development-economics-and-chief-economist-and-later-senior-vice-president-development-economics-and-chief-economist-decvp
https://archivesholdings.worldbank.org/index.php/eas-working-group-and-task-force-files
https://archivesholdings.worldbank.org/index.php/records-of-country-policy-department-cpd
https://archivesholdings.worldbank.org/index.php/reading-file-of-front-office-staff-office-of-vice-president-development-economics-and-chief-economist-decvp
https://archivesholdings.worldbank.org/index.php/reading-file-of-world-development-report-wdr-team
https://archivesholdings.worldbank.org/index.php/briefing-books-travel-documents-and-travel-related-correspondence-of-nicholas-h-stern
https://archivesholdings.worldbank.org/index.php/subject-files-relating-to-major-issues-of-interest-to-vice-president-and-chief-economist-decvp
https://archivesholdings.worldbank.org/index.php/correspondence-regarding-collaboration-between-world-bank-and-international-monetary-fund-imf
https://archivesholdings.worldbank.org/index.php/records-of-social-and-economic-statistics-committee-sesc
https://archivesholdings.worldbank.org/index.php/stanley-fischers-chronological-file-of-correspondence-with-non-bank-organizations-and-individuals-external-chronological-files
https://archivesholdings.worldbank.org/index.php/stanley-fischers-chronological-file-of-correspondence-with-non-bank-organizations-and-individuals-external-chronological-files
https://archivesholdings.worldbank.org/index.php/stanley-fischers-chronological-file-of-correspondence-with-bank-staff-internal-chronological-files
https://archivesholdings.worldbank.org/index.php/publication-file-of-bela-balassa
https://archivesholdings.worldbank.org/index.php/front-office-records-relating-to-special-programs-and-issues
https://archivesholdings.worldbank.org/index.php/front-office-work-program-and-budget-records-for-fiscal-years-1993-1998
https://archivesholdings.worldbank.org/index.php/front-office-quarterly-monitoring-mid-year-and-retrospective-review-reports
https://archivesholdings.worldbank.org/index.php/pre-operations-committee-briefing-memoranda-of-policy-analysis-and-review-division-sprpa-strategic-planning-and-review-department
https://archivesholdings.worldbank.org/index.php/pre-operations-committee-briefing-memoranda-of-policy-analysis-and-review-division-sprpa-strategic-planning-and-review-department
https://archivesholdings.worldbank.org/index.php/subject-files-of-director-policy-and-review-department-prddr
https://archivesholdings.worldbank.org/index.php/united-nations-conference-on-trade-and-development-unctad-files-of-special-representative-to-u-n-organizations-in-geneva-relating-to-least-development-countries-ldcs
https://archivesholdings.worldbank.org/index.php/united-nations-conference-on-trade-and-development-unctad-files-of-special-representative-to-u-n-organizations-in-geneva-relating-to-least-development-countries-ldcs
https://archivesholdings.worldbank.org/index.php/correspondence-and-reports-of-office-of-special-representative-to-u-n-organizations-in-geneva-concerning-negotiation-of-general-agreements-on-tariffs-and-trade-gatt-for-uruguay-round
https://archivesholdings.worldbank.org/index.php/correspondence-and-reports-of-office-of-special-representative-to-u-n-organizations-in-geneva-concerning-negotiation-of-general-agreements-on-tariffs-and-trade-gatt-for-uruguay-round
https://archivesholdings.worldbank.org/index.php/miscellaneous-correspondence-of-office-of-special-representative-to-u-n-organizations-in-geneva
https://archivesholdings.worldbank.org/index.php/reports-to-headquarters-from-special-representatives-to-u-n-organizations-in-geneva
https://archivesholdings.worldbank.org/index.php/research-file-of-bela-balassa
https://archivesholdings.worldbank.org/index.php/reading-file-of-bela-balassa
https://archivesholdings.worldbank.org/index.php/subject-files-of-office-of-special-representative-to-u-n-organizations-in-geneva
https://archivesholdings.worldbank.org/index.php/michael-brunos-chronological-correspondence-file-internal-and-external-chronological-files
https://archivesholdings.worldbank.org/index.php/front-office-records-relating-to-1992-and-1998-bank-reorganizations
https://archivesholdings.worldbank.org/index.php/front-office-business-plans-for-fiscal-years-1991-2000
https://archivesholdings.worldbank.org/index.php/files-maintained-by-vinod-dubey-and-enzo-grilli-directors-economic-advisory-staff-related-to-collaboration-between-world-bank-and-international-monetary-fund
https://archivesholdings.worldbank.org/index.php/files-maintained-by-vinod-dubey-and-enzo-grilli-directors-economic-advisory-staff-related-to-collaboration-between-world-bank-and-international-monetary-fund
https://archivesholdings.worldbank.org/index.php/subject-files-of-masood-ahmed-director-international-economics-department-iec-concerning-office-of-president-and-board-of-executive-directors
https://archivesholdings.worldbank.org/index.php/subject-files-of-masood-ahmed-director-international-economics-department-iec-concerning-office-of-president-and-board-of-executive-directors
https://archivesholdings.worldbank.org/index.php/fact-sheet-press-release-and-other-materials-concerning-publication-of-1996-world-debt-table-maintained-by-debt-and-international-finance-division-iecdf
https://archivesholdings.worldbank.org/index.php/fact-sheet-press-release-and-other-materials-concerning-publication-of-1996-world-debt-table-maintained-by-debt-and-international-finance-division-iecdf

World Bank Group Archives Catalog

[Series] Records Maintained by Mary Shirley While Serving with the Secretariat for the Private Sector Development Review Group, the

Private Sector Development Committee, and the Private Sector Development Working Group

[Series] Backaground Materials Compiled by the Public Sector Management and Private Sector Development Division (CECPS), Country

Economics Department (CEC) for Privatization: The Lessons of Experience

[Series] Ronald Duncan's Files on Commodities and Research While Serving with the International Commaodity Markets Division (IECCM)

and the International Trade Division (IECIT)

[Series] Evaluation Report for SMART (Software for Market Access and Restriction to Trade) Maintained by the Chief, International Trade
Division (IECIT)

[Series] Project Files for the UNDP/World Bank Trade Expansion Programme (TEP) Maintained by the Chief, International Trade Division
(IECIT)

[Series] Records of the Global Prospects Conferences Sponsored by the International Economic Analysis and Prospects Division

(IECAP)

[Series] International Economic Analysis and Prospects Division (IECAP) Files Relating to the Long Term Surveys of Country Ecoinomics

and to the Short-Term Outlook

[Series] International Economics Department (IEC) Secretariat Records of the Planning Assumptions Committee MAintained in the

International Economic Analysis and Prospects Division (IECAP)

[Series] Divisional Reading File of the International Economics Department (IEC)

[Series] Back-to-Office Reports from Bank Liaison Officers to the Paris Club

[Series] Correspondence and Other Records of Masood Ahmed. Director, International Economics Department (IEC) Relating to Finance

and Development and to Phase 1l of IEC's Renewal Program

[Series] Subject Files of Masood Ahmed, Director, International Economics Department (IEC), Relating to EDI and the 50th Anniversary
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Office of the Chief Economist -- Office of the Vice President, Development Economics and Chief Economist

and later Senior Vice President, Development Economics and Chief Economist

World Bank Group Archives

The series consists of three black binders containing reports sent from Geneva to Headquarters by
Representatives Mahmud Burney, L. Peter Chatenay, and Wolfgang Siebeck. The Bank first opened an
office in Geneva in 1978 staffed by a resident representative and one support staff. Its responsibilities
included representing the Bank in meetings of international organizations held in Geneva, principally the
GATT, UNCTAD, ILO, and WHO. The Bank staff at Geneva kept Bank Headquarters informed through
periodicreports and facilitated informal contacts with staffs of Geneva organizations. Reports to Headquarters
prior to 1987 were addressed to the Director of the Bank's International Relations Department (IRD). When
the Strategic Planning and Review Department (SPR) was established under the Senior Vice President,
Policy, Planning and Research (SVPPR) in May 1987, the Geneva Office reported to the International
Relations Division (SPRIE), which included the U.N. Offices in New York and Geneva (SPRGE).

The first black binder contains numbered Geneva bi-monthly letters (also referred to as newsletters) sent by
Mahmud, the first Representative, from September 21, 1979 to October 29, 1982. A register showing letter
number, date, and subject is located at the beginning of the binder. At the back of the binder are 15
unnumbered Washington letters and one unnumbered memorandum (10 September 1979 - 31 August 1982),
most of which were sent to Burney by Shirley Boskey, Director, International Relations Department (IRD),in
response to issues raised in Burney's numbered reports.

All of the numbered Burney Geneva letters except the first and last were addressed to Boskey. In almost all
of the letters, Burney provides full descriptions of discussions and outcomes of meetings and conferences of
UNCTAD [United Nations Conference on Trade and Development], particularly the Trade and Development
Board of UNCTAD, and GATT [General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade]. In the 17 December 1979 letter,
Burney offers his views on the impact of the crisis in Iran on Geneva negotiations and possibly the Bank.
Burney's letters describe his involvement with work of the U.N. High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR)
and various preparatory meetings for the G-77 ministers meeting (1980), the U.N. Conference on the Least
Developed Countries (1981), the GATT Ministerial Meeting (1982), and UNCTAD VI (1982). Burney also
reported on the reactions from the U.N. and other organizations at Geneva to world events such as the Iran
crisis (1979), President McNamara's announcement of his retirement (1980), the Gulf War (1980), Ronald
Reagan's assumption of the U.S. Presidency (1981), and President Clausen's early pronouncements as
Bank President (1981). Burney included in his letters information gained in informal and formal discussions
with country representatives at Geneva concerning the impact of high oil prices and inflation on economies,
balance-of-payments problems of developing countries; the absence of developing countries' at management
and seniormanagement levels of the Bank; and the withholding of observer status for the PLO at Bank
annual meetings. Burney also reported on other formal and informal contacts with representatives of
international organizations in Geneva, arrivals and departures of ambassadors, changes in U.N. and GATT

officials, and visits with Bank staff attending meetings in Geneva.
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Reports from Geneva of the other two Representatives were similar in the kinds of information covered but
differed in frequency and format. The Geneva Letters binder of L. Peter Chatenay is divided into three parts:
Geneva Office Activity Reports (in the form of memoranda) sent monthly to the Director, IRD, Shahid Javed
Burki, 15 August 1983 - 3 July 1985; reports of UNCTAD, GATT, and other meetings Chatenay attended, 12
September 1983 - 30 July 1985 addressed primarily to Burki; and a small number of Washington letters and
messages, some undated, received by Chatenay from Burney and others at the Bank, 10 August 1983 - 16
September 1985. The monthly activity reports focused more on general trends, upcoming events, contacts
with and observations about the diplomatic community at Geneva, and contacts with Bank visitors to Geneva.
The reports of meetings attended describe comments made by Chatenay and other representatives at these
meetings, outcomes, and Chatenay's observations and/or recommendations for Bank response.

Wolfgang Siebeck's first report of 21 January 1986 to Burki was in the form of a letter. The next report, simply
captioned Geneva Report for April 1986, covered meetings and other developments related to GATT,
UNCTAD, the International Trade Center, the International Labor Organization, and a World Bank briefing
given by Burki on April 20, 1986 at Geneva for a group of 88 representatives of Permanent Missions and
U.N. Organizations. The reports which followed were submitted on a monthly basis, followed the same
format, and focused primarily on GATT and UNCTAD. In these reports, Siebeck covered meetings attended,
positions taken,outcomes, and his observations.

In his cover memo of 14 November 1986, Siebeck announced a change in the format of the Geneva Report.
Attached to the memo were the October/November and November/December reports, both of which focused
on preparations for and negotiations at the Uruguay Round. Succeeding reports beginning with
January/February 1987 were numbered and covered Uruguay Round meetings/negotiations, UNCTAD VII
and other activities. After September 1987, Siebeck's reports from Geneva fluctuatedbetween one month and
two months coverage but continued to address the Uruguay Round and UNCTAD VII developments. In his
last report (October/November 1989) from Geneva, Siebeck focused entirely on the status of negotiations in
individual Uruguay Round groups.

Records are arranged by Representative.

Conditions of access and use area

Records are subject to the World Bank Policy on Access to Information.

Records are subject to the Copyright Policy of the World Bank Group.

Allied materials area
* See Records of the Office of the Chief Economist -- Records of the Office of the Vice President,
Development Economics and Chief Economist and Later Senior Vice President, Development
Economics and Chief Economist (DECVP) -- Correspondence and Reports of the Office of the
Special Representative to the U.N. Organizations in Geneva Concerning Negotiation of General

Agreements on Tariffs and Trade (GATT) for the Uruguay Round (WB IBRD/IDA DEC-03-20) for

other correspondence relating to the Uruguay Round (see Archives folder # 1572655).

e See oral history of Shirley E. Boskey.
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