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Fonds - Records of the Office of the Historian

  [Fonds] Records of the Office of the Historian

     [Series] Publications

     [Series] Chronological files

     [Series] Administrative files

     [Series] World Bank History Project liaison records

     [Series] Correspondence/manuscripts by former staff

     [Subfonds] Records of the World Bank History Project

 Identity area

Reference code WB IBRD/IDA HIST

Title Records of the Office of the Historian

Dates 1946 - 1999 (predominant 1989 - 1998) (Creation)

Level of description Fonds

Extent and medium 20.06 linear feet of textual records; 412 audio tapes; 8 audio CDs

 Context area

Name of creator Office of the Historian

Biographical history

The Office of the Historian was established effective January 1, 1993 as part of the Personnel and

Administration Vice Presidency and disestablished in 1998. Its mission was to develop and maintain an

authoritative record of events, policies and the activities of, and major developments related to the World

Bank Group, and maintain a running narrative of them; prepare such background papers on events, policies

and developments as may be required; prepare ad hoc histories of particular episodes, trends or policies in

the evolution of the Bank Group that may be of significance to the understanding of its work; advise the

Archivist on the collection and preservation of records considered of lasting significance; manage an oral

history program; and select and prepare records for publication, according to the Office's terms of reference

(January 21, 1993; File #30190066). The Historian's Office also played an important role in managing the

Bank's relationship with the Brookings Institution, which was commissionedto write a history of the Bank. In

1998 the continuing functions of the Office of the Historian, including the oral history program and the

maintenance of a chronology of Bank activities, were transferred to the World Bank Group Archives.

Repository World Bank Group Archives

Archival history The records of the Brookings Institution World Bank History Project were transferred to the Office of Historian

following the 1997 publication of the project's two volume history of the Bank, The World Bank: Its First Half

Century. When the Office of the Historian closed, both the Historian's office records and the project records

were transferred to the World Bank Group Archives. The Historian's office files on the oral history program,

which was taken over by the Archives, were integrated into the activerecords of the Archives; those records

are not part of this fonds. In addition, some of the background research materials assembled by the

Brookings project were incorporated into reference files existing in the Archives and are not part of this fonds.

Immediate source of

acquisition or transfer

Office of the Historian.
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 Content and structure area

Scope and content Because of the broad scope of the work of the office, which was essentially the entire history of the Bank, the

records are extremely varied. They include: written reminiscences, solicited or volunteered, by former Bank

staff members; drafts of various publications, both Bank and non-Bank; commentaries on drafts, discussing

the commenters' views of particular issues and events; and background research materials used by the

World Bank History Project.

The largest body of original source material in the fonds is the set of interviews conducted by the World Bank

History Project authors as part of their research for the two-volume The World Bank: Its First Half Century.

Typed notes are the only record of some interviews, but most interviews have both the tape of the interview

and a transcript.

Appraisal, destruction and

scheduling

Files of the office's budget, expenses, and use of office technology were destroyed. In addition, duplicate

copies of Bank reports used by the Brookings project were destroyed, as were copies of some externally

generated sectoral materials. Computer diskettes containing the transcripts and notes of the Brooking project

oral interviews were copied and the originals destroyed.

Accruals Accruals are not expected.

System of arrangement Records are arranged in five series and one sub-fonds:

Sub-fonds:

WB IBRD/IDA HIST-01 Records of the World Bank History Project

Series:

WB IBRD/IDA HIST-02 Administrative files

WB IBRD/IDA HIST-03 Chronological files

WB IBRD/IDA HIST-04 World Bank History Project liaison records

WB IBRD/IDA HIST-05 Correspondence/manuscripts by former staff

WB IBRD/IDA HIST-06 Publications

 Conditions of access and use area

Conditions governing

access

Records are subject to the World Bank Policy on Access to Information.

Conditions governing

reproduction

Records are subject to the Copyright Policy of the World Bank Group.

Language of material English

Spanish

 Description control area

Rules and/or conventions

used

Internal World Bank Group Archives rules based on ISAD(G).

Dates of creation revision

deletion

3 March 2008
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